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Effects of Returning Farmland to Forest Project on Agricultural
Ece-economic Succession in Mizhi County

LI Qirui', WANG Jijun’
(1. College of Forestry, Northwest A & F University, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China; 2. nstituteof Soil and

Water Conservation, Chinese Academy of Sciences and Ministry of Water Resources, Yangling, Shaanxi 712100, China)

Abstract: T he returning farmland to forest project has brought important effects on the succession of regional

agricultural ece-economic system. By analyzing the implementation effects of the project in Mizhi County of

high population density over the past 10 years, it is found that vegetation is restored and forest coverage is

increased by 13.85%. Soil and water loss is controlled effectively and the degree of soil and water loss con

trol is enhanced by 12. 73% . Farmers’ income has been raised, their lifestyle and ideas have been changed

notably, and regional industrial structure has been optimized. It also proves that ecology can be coordinated

with economy in the development of the loess hilly area.

Keywords: returning farmland to forest project; agricultural ece-economic system; succession; Mizhi County
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