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Investigation of Returning Farmland to Forest or Grass Land
and Decision Remaking for Reforestation

FANG Shibo', YANG W nian’
(L. The Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beyjing 100093, China;
2. Institute of RS & GIS, Chengdu University of Science and Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan 610059, China)

Abstract: The effects of returning farmland to forest or grass land were investigated with the support of GIS and
GPS technology. Some important conclusions can be drawn according to the results from the investigation. A cer
tain number of lands with high soil fertility and small slope degree w ere reforested in returning farmland to forest or
grass land. Such a phenomenon occurred mainly due to dispersed farmlands, distant cultivation locations and incor

venient irrigation conditions. The authors suggested that reforestation is a longterm complicated systematic engi-

neering, and should be performed step by step.
Keywords: returning farmland to forest or grass land ( reforestation); remote sensing; geographical informa

tional system
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