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Benefit of Coverting Farmland to Grassplot in Upriver
Irrigation Area of Tarim Valley

ZHONG Yang-ming, WANG Hong-kun
(Xinjiang Surveying and Designing Institute of Agricultural Ministry,
Urumgqi 830002, Xinjiang Wei Autonomous Region, China)

Abstract The project to convert farmland to grassplot for 9. 0K 10" hm® of the upriver irrigation area of the
Tarim V alley is a segment of synthesis management of the Tarim Valley. The project involved 1. 4% 10’ hm’
reservoir irrigated area, 3. 60< 10' hm’ river irrigated area and 4 00X 10° hm’ water pump irrigated area. Af—
ter coverting farmland to grassplot, the gross irrigation water need is less and the water previously used for
cropland irrigation becomes available for environmental application. While selfsow nvegetation replaces some
cropland, at the same time, the remaining farmland can be utilized for greater benefit. The gross saving of
irrigatiion water can approach 3. 16X 10’ m’, which can flow to the lower reaches of the Tarim River. Con-—
verting farmland to grassplot can have marked benefits for surrounding areas, and is propitious to the im-
provement of the environment in Tarim Valley.
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