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Effective, Critical and Potential Coverage of Vegetation Community
for Soil and Water Conservation

GUO Zhong-sheng
(Institute of Soil and Water Conservation, Chinese Academy of Sciences and Ministry of W ater Resources,
Yangling District 712100, Shaanxi Proivnce, PRC)

Abstract Because of controlling soil and water loss effectively, vegetation construction is regarded as one of the
most effective and fundam ental methods. The coverage of community is an indicator of measuring the quality of
vegetation community for controlling soil and water loss. Effective coverage, critical coverage and potential
coverage are three stages in the course of development of vegetation community. The concept and determining
methods of “ three coverag€ are expounded in detail. It is thought that the coverage of a vegetation com munity
should reach the effective coverage (lower limit) or critical coverage (upper limit) in the construction of vegetation
in the soil and water loss region.
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